RUSSIA AND THE WEST IN IRAN

was headed by a committee including two Iranian generals. Its task
was to incite the Kurdish and other tribes to revolt in the north,
while Schulze's mission was to conduct parallel activity in the
south.

In his daring enterprise Mayr found a valuable ally in the Japanese
Minister in Teheran, The latter, before leaving Iran in the spring of
1042, changed Mayr's dollars into Iranian currency, gave him five
wireless transmitter sets, and introduced him to various Iranians pos-
sessing influence with the tribes.

Mayr's chief worry was to establish effective contact with Berlin,
which had been severed following the events of August, 1941. The
Japanese transmitters were of no use as long as he had no operators
to handle them. Hence his efforts were centered on establishing liai-
son with Germany through Ankara. For this purpose he sent several
couriers to Turkey. For a long time, however, none of them were able
to reach their destination. One was even arrested by the British.
Eventually, in July, 1942, a smuggler recruited by Mayr managed
to get through to Ankara and there to explain his chief's need for
wireless operators.

In the meantime the Melliyun committee suggested that Mayr
should go to Isfahan and help there in the unification of tribes on
behalf of the Germans. This Mayr did. Arriving in Isfahan he pre-
sented a prominent Iranian general with two radio transmitters and
set to work with local members of the Melliyun. Mayr's plans in-
cluded a coup by the Iranians, the subsequent deposition of the Shah,
and the carrying out of military operations against the Allies behind
their lines. They provided also for close co-operation between the
southern tribes and the German army, once it broke through the
Caucasus and reached the frontiers of Iran. Final details of this con-
spiracy were to be elaborated after the expected German victory at
Stalingrad. Mayr's plans were modeled on the German invasion of
Norway.

German reverses at El Alamein and Stalingrad in the fall of 1942
complicated the execution of these schemes and brought about some
defections among Mayr's Iranian collaborators. One of them handed
over to British intelligence agents a suitcase containing 250 docu-
ments. These seriously incriminated a number of prominent Iranians
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